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IN THE CLAIMS 

L-27, (Cancelled) 

28. (Currently Amended) An axle assembly comprising: 
an axle housing; 

an axle to be driven by a drive input including a yoke for receiving a drive force, and 
rotating a shaft about a drive axis; 

a seal assembly mounted between said axle housing and said yoke, said seal assembly 
including a rotating portion comprising a running sleeve segment located on said shaft and 
extending along said drive axis, and a fixed" portion having a seal mounting segment, with a seal 
mounted to said seal mounting segment, said seal being in contact with said running sleeve 
segment, and a slinger end on ono of said rotating portion and said fixed portion , said slinger end 
extending radially, outwardly-beyond^aid^^ in a direction having a 

component parallel to said drive axis, and a component perpendicular to said drive axis such that 
said slinger end extends at an angle relative to said drive axis, and said slinger end extending 
radially outwardly beyond a portion of said axle housing that receives said fixed portion, and a 
slinger extension on ihe^drey^^ak l - rotating par ti o a — &«4~said fixed portion, said slinger 
extension also extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger extension also 
extending in a direction having a component parallel to said drive axis, and a component 
perpendicular to said drive axis such that said slinger extension extends at an angle relative to 
said drive axis, and wherein ^&^t~**±k^k-ng^ slinger end is spaced 

toward said yoke relative to the other of said slinger extension und said slinger e nd , with said eno- 
o ! s a k^-^^ge^-e^&fifi ion and s aid slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond the other of 
said slinger extension und said slinger end . 

29. (Currently Amended) The axle assembly as set forth in claim 28, wherein a second seal 
assembly is mounted at a rearward portion of said axle housing, with a second shaft driving a 
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second yoke, and said a -second seal assembly being mounted between said axle housing and said 
second yoke, said second seal assembly also including a rotating portion comprising a running 
sleeve segment located on said second shaft and extending along a drive axis of said second 
shaft, and a fixed portion having a seal mounting segment, with a seal mounted to said seal 
mounting segment, said seal being in contact with said running sleeve segment, and a slinger end 
on on e of suid rotating p ^^frnrad-said fixed portion, said slinger end extending radially 
outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger end extending in a direction having a component parallel 
to said drive axis, and a component perpendicular to said drive axis such that said slinger end 
extends at an angle relative to said drive axis, and said slinger end extending radially outwardly 
beyond" a' portion' of "said 

tf^efoer-of-said rotating portion and naid fixed portion , said slinger extension also extending 
radially outwardly beyond said seal, said slinger extension also extending in a direction having a 
^omponeitf-paf^UeU*^ — 
said slinger extension extends at an angle relative to said drive axis, and wherein ei»~e#-&&*d 
slinger ext e nsion and said slinger end of said second seal assembly is spaced away from said 
second yoke relative to t-b e - et h er o f - s aid sl i nger extension and said slinger end, with said one o f 
sai d s linger intension and said s linger end extending radially outwardly beyond the other of s aid 
slinger extensio n and said slinger end . 

30. (New) Hie axle assembly as set forth in claim 28, wherein said rotating portion has a 
portion curving away from said yoke, and which is radially outwardly of said seal, and in contact 
with at least a portion of said seal, said portion of said rotating portion then curving back 
outwardly and merging into said slinger end. 

31. (New) A seal assembly comprising: 

a rotating portion comprising a running sleeve segment to be located on a shaft and 
extending along a drive axis, and a fixed portion having a seal mounting segment, with a seal 
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mounted to said seal mounting segment, said seal being in contact with said running sleeve 
segment, and a slinger end on said rotating portion, said slinger end extending radially outwardly 
beyond said seal, said slinger end extending in a direction having a component parallel to the 
drive axis, and a component perpendicular to the drive axis such that said slinger end extends at 
an angle relative to the drive axis, and said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond a 
portion of an axle housing that will receive said fixed portion, and a slinger extension on said 
fixed portion, said slinger extension also extending radially outwardly beyond said seal, said 
slinger extension also extending in a direction having a component parallel to the drive axis, and 
a component perpendicular to the drive axis siicH that said* slinger extension extends at an angle 
relative to $aid~drive axis, and wherein saicl slinger end is spaced away fto^saSd^^elm^eTcr 
said slinger extension, with said slinger end extending radially outwardly beyond said slinger 
extension. 

32. (New) The seal assembly as set forth in claim 31, wherein said rotating portion has a 
portion curving towards said seal, and which is radially outwardly of said seal, and in contact 
with at least a portion of said seal, said portion of said rotating portion then curving back 
outwardly and merging into said slinger end. 
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